Ryan Johns

We live in such a besutiful
place that we have no shortage of
vizitors who want to come 32e na.
It's kind of & struggle to decide be-
tween showing them the sights or
letting them just experience the
natural besuty of Crestone. One
of cur favorite spots is the Jiggu-
rat, becauass it's so unigque. We also
likke the ashram becawse it's ao wel-
coming to anybody who walks in
the door and if there's a full moon
ceremony, even better Because we
hawe little kids, owr outings wsu-
ally arem't wvery lomp We spend
time cotzide going to creelks our
favorite swimming hole or a short
hike. If we eat out, we often go fo
the brewery. It's exciting having a
new brewery in town and makes
me feel like we're a proper Colo-
rado town becsuse we have this
lowvely brewery that is consistantly
making better heer So that's fon
to take family to. We actually end
up spending a lot of time in our
backyard, letting the kida play and
letting cur family enjoy mountain
views and quiet serenity. I find that
when people are here visiting, they
come to 822 ua but also to get away
from the busyness of the city, and
if we can offer them that, then the
magic of Crestone speaks for itself

Anne Eelly

I let visitors Enow before ar-
riving that GP3 and Google maps
aren't reliable here, ao they don't
get lost and frmatrated. I tell them
Joyful Journey's on the way, to shed
city atreas and get more out of Cre-
stone. I tell them about cur grocery
stores, Hguor store and restaurants
with healthy opticns. I'd fiound peo-
ple would stock up in the city, not

knowing. I want to bring as muoch
busineas to town as posaible. Ihelp
them prepare any healings before-
hand to make it less complicated
with last minute boolbngs. I tell
them about the energiea in Chre-
stone because quite often in my 14
years here, pecple come up agsinst
things, then blame the restanrant,
BE'nE or whatever. But when they
know energetic stuff surfaces and
moves through guickly here, it'a a
very transformative and healing
place. Crestone's got a0 much to of-
fer and if visitors don't know about
it, they might ssy, “Oh, it's full of
weirdos,” and leave sayving, “That’s
a weird place!” That's fine, but my
preference ia for them to gain from
what this place offers and support
the people who work so hard here.
It's difficult to make a living. I'd
encourage B'n'B owners to prepare
gueats for what's available locally
Everybody benefita hugely! There
is mowhere else on earth I'd rather
be, and my wish is that people real-
ize what can really take place here.
Tes, we can look & bit notty to out-
siders, bt they can mizs cut on 2o
much if they're not even aware of
how their vigit here can be 3o life-
transforming.

Surie Ryan

We meet the most number of
people when they come for retreat
to our Nada Hermitage center I
wouldn't pretend to know what they
neead for their spiritual retreat, but
oftentimes they do want to know
what'a to do in Crestone and the
surrounding area. I lowe promot-
ing the beauty of this place. Who
wouldn't? Look where we live! So
I like to encourage them to all the
hiking trails, places to walk Thisis
one of the moat beautiful places on
the fare of the earth, ao enjoy that.
Get outside! T love to encoursge
myzelf to do that, too. I also love
places like the Creat Sand Dunes,
Hooper Pool, ete. T always let peo-
ple know where the trailheads are
and where the grocery stores and
hittle busine=sass are becanse I love
them supporting that, and they
can meet some of the locals while
theyre at it. So those are the kinds
of things I love encoursging people
to do, especially petting outzide in
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the summertimne. Wost visitors are
getting away from their city life, on
the whole, and come out here to en-
joy the beauty that we live with.

dJodi Tucker

First, we have such a beau-
tifnl, natural place here. I send a
lot of wisibors wp to the mountains,
but moat of ‘em come to experience
the spiritual centers. So we go to
Wajra Vidya and the temple and
Chamma Linmg—all the different
meditation centers. Really, that's
my favorite thing to do with these
people, cuz most are just hers for
8 short time. Sometimes we go to
the hot springs. When people viait,
we just have a real family experi-
ence, sharing meals together and
having that feeling of family Some
seem to be speciflcally looking for
that. My mom, brother and sister
have vigited and I took them to the
spiritual centers, too. We all medi-
tate together! A couple of the hikes
we like are Dead Man's Cresk and
Liberty Trail. And of couras we all
want to take guests downtown and
have a good meal or see some great
live music. We like to have music
here at the Dream Banctuary, too.
We just built this little atage, =so
we're starting to have musicians
come out here sometimes. In a way,
were kind of a destination our-
selves. It's kind of vacation for peo-
ple just to come out here.

Our visitors often are family,
including grandchildren, so we like
to go to the creeks, where 2 of them
caught their very firat fish—Ilittle
brookies. The family loves to go up
the hiking trails; some further than
othera, of course! There are unique
local shops like Lonny's imports
and the Artissns Gallery; and the
Elephant Cloud iz a very unigue
small town store, with selections
comparable to bigger chains. We
also take visitore to retresat cent-
era if we get a chance. The Big
Stupa’s a nice drive; that wonder-
fiul wiew clear scross the wvalley is
tremendous. The dunea are always

fun. One time, the grandkids just

wanted to play in Medano cresk—
we didn't even get up to the dunes!
A wigiting friend went up to Zapata
Falla with me, and I took an alter-
nate way down. We'd hung onto this
moasy bank getting up there, and
I'd felt like I was going to fall! Cnee
up there, I zaid “I'm not going down
that same way" and my friend re-
plied, “How are you going™ I said,
“Here, hold my glassea!" then got in
the water and slid down!

Acroas the valley is Penitente
Canyon, but watch out for rattle-
snakes! Donna almost stepped on
one this spring. Real close! Other
destinations include Salida Fish
Hatchery, Hooper pool, and espe-
cially Colorade Gators. Having col-
lected reptiles as a child, I like to
show the prandkids that stuff. We
glao like to drive around and see
the undgue local homes, or just en-
jov the wildlife, clean air and oqui-
etnesa. That's a lot of what we do
with visitors; plenty of things to do!

Mike Croft

In Crestone, our go-to place is
the brewery, which is such an asaet
to the town. Great bar, great food,
and if you love to people watch, it's
fantaatic just to grab a beer, ait on
their deck and watch the local cir-
cus happen. For people who like
really good beer and selection of
apirits, Crestone's Liguor Store is
& great place, great folks there, The
Indian café new pizza place and
Deaert Bage are all really good. And
there's Lonny's store on the corner
and & unigque new gift shop acroas
from the Post Office. The Elephant
Cloud Market is worth the trip in
just to zee 14 different lhinds of dried
beans and rice! Saturday Market,
with local vendors and muaic, is a
really nice thing to do with visitora.
The Hooper gas atation malkes apme
of the best burgers in the valley (or
pretty much anywhere!), making it
well worth the drive. Across the val-
lew in Saguache, there's a fantastic
pizza pub place with prest pasta
and live music; a neat coffee shop
serving pastries, coffeea, and milk-
shalea, with live music and open
mic nights; an organic market at-
tached to a nice thrift store, art gal-
leries, and a huge community park
with apparatus for kids to play on.
And with all the cutdoor stuff to do
around here—hiking, fishing, awim-
ming—if somebody were to come to
thiz area and not ind something to
do, it would be becanse they weren't
trying really hard!

If you hove feedbook or zug-
gestiona for figure topics, plecse
emai! peacelorilovelizmol.com. In
addition to being the Staff Photog-
ropher for the Crestone Eagle since
2012, Lori Nagel iz a freelance pho-
tographer, graphic designer & web
desigmer.  wuww.sunfTowerstudios.
LE.COME.



